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BRHAT-SANKARA-VJ JAYA OF 
CITSUKHACARYA AND PRACfNA- 
SANKARA-V1 JAYA OF ANANDAGIRI 
A/S ANANDA-JKlANA 

By Dr. W. R. Antarkar, M.A., LL.B., Ph.D. 

(Note : During my research on the life of Srimad 
Adya Sahkaracarya for the Ph.D. degree of the Poona 
University, I was able to collect much new information on 
the subject. It is proposed to place this information 
before scholars and the public interested in the subject 
for their opinion and further research.) 

i 

S RI SANKARACARYA has been a very great figure indeed in 
Indian history. It was quite natural that many persons were 
inspired to write accounts of his life and life-work. Mr. T. N. Narayana 
Sastri in his ‘ Age of Sankara ’ refers to ten such biographical accounts, 
written in Sanskrit . 1 Out of these, the first two, uw.,(i)Brhat-Saftkara 
Vijaya by Citsukha and (ii) Praclna-Sankara Vijaya by Anandagiri a/s 
Anandajnana did not become available to me even after an intensive 
search for them throughout India. We, however, get references to and 


1. The ten works are : 

(i) Brhat Sankara Vijaya or Guru Vijaya by Citsukliacarya. 

(ii) Pracina-Sankara-Vijaya by Anandagiri. 

(iii) Sankara Vijaya by Anantanandagiri. 

(10) Sankara-Vijaya, or Vyasacaliya by Vidyasarikara a/s Sankarunanda 

a/s Vyasacala. ■ 

(c) Sanknrfic&ryacaritam or Keraliya Sankara Vijaya by Govindanatha. 
(vi) Sankara-Vijaya-Vilasa by Cidvilasa. 

(Eti) Sankarabhvudayn by Rajacud»maiji-Dixit. 

(viii) Sanktepa-Sankara-Jaya by Mudhav&curya.—generally known as 
Sahkara-Digvijaya by Sri Vidyaranya. 

(ix) Sankara-Dig vijaya-Sara by Sad&nandayati. 

(*) Aeiiry a-Digvijaya by Valiisahaya. Out of these, I was able to get 
only eight, the first two still remaining untraced. In addition to 
these eight, I was able to procure the following biographies of Sankara, 
(i) Sahkarac&ryamahima by B&iagopalayati. 

(11) Safikara Vijaya or Brhat. Sankara Vijaya by Brahtnananda Sarasvati. 
(iti) Acaryavijayaeampu by Paramesvara Kavi Kanfldrava. 

(io) Sankara Vijaya Samgraha by Purusottama Bharati. 

(») Saukarabhyudaya by Tirutnala Dixit. 

(oi) Guruvariifa-Kavya by Kail Taxman Suri. 

(vii) SankaramandSraSaurabha by NUakajjfha. 






BRHAT-SANKARA-VIMYA OF CITSUKHACARYA 


11S 


114 JOURNAL OF THE UNIVERSITY OF BOMBAY 

quotations from both these works, about the genuineness and the very 
existence of which scholars are extremely sceptical. I, therefore, 
intend to record my findings in regard to these two works. 

(i) Br.S. V.ofCit. 

We read about this work from the following sources : 

(a) Mr. T. Krspamacliri mentions this work as a biography o-f 
Sadkara 5 and following him, the editor of Vyasacala’s Sartkara-Vijaya, 
refers to it as the 9th biography of Sankara.* . , . 

(b) Prof. Baldev Upadhyaya refers in two places* to a manuscript 
of this work and ascribes it to Sarvajna Citsukha. 

(c) The editor of CitsukhI, published by Ud&sina Sanskrt Vidyfilaya, 
KasI says clearly that ‘ Citsukha has also written one biography of 
Sankara and portions thereof are available here and there.’ * 

My efforts to trace these references further, by contacting the last 
three persons personally and by eorrespondance failed to yield any 
fruitful results. . ■ 

( d ) Susama, a commentary on Guru-ratna-Mfilika, a list of Gurus 
of Kanci-Kamakoti Pltha, distinctly refers, to and quotes from Br. 
S.V. of Citsukha, who is described as “ Sri Sarvajna Citsukhacarya 
who served the acfirya every minute, was witness to the entire happening 
(of Sankara's life) and associated with him without break throughout his 
life.” 6 Recently, I have been reliably informed that the Mutt’s library 
contains even today a manuscript-copy of the Br. S.V. by Citsukha. 

(e) The best evidence is supplied by Mr. T. S. N. Sastri who tells 
us that this Br. S.V. consisted qjf three parts (i) Purvacarya-Satpatha, 

(ii) SaAkaracfirya Satpatha and (Hi) Suresvaracarya Satpatha, out of 

•1. History of Classical Sanskrit Litr. p. 83fi. 

8. Introduction-page ii. 

4. Vide his Sri Sahkar&c.iirya (Hindi), pp. 0 and 290. 

5. Read: ^ yfw # SHTRIT m I 

Ff^T fgf 3RT qrr W 3fT3T | It or 

Introduction p. 15. 

6. Read: “ m i4d tiqqnl'dtilfti'T: 



Susama on st. 14 of G.R.M. 



which he was able to procure a mutiliated MS. copy of the second part 
only.’ Mr. Sastri worked on this copy and has given in his incomplete 
book, an account df Sankara's life, upto his meeting with Kumarila 
Bhatta, according to the version of Citsukha, and while doing so, he has 
given quotations from the original work in many places. He gives the 
following information about Citsukha, as culled by him from, the said 
work. 

In the Upoddhata prakarapa of his Br. S.V., Citsukha states that 
he was a native of Gokarria in the Kerala state. He came in contact 
with Sankara when the latter was a boy of five years only, reading in a 
Gurukula. Thereafter, when Sankara started in search of a Guru, 
Citsukha joined him on the way at Gokarna and followed him closely 
without break till Sankara laid down his body at Kanci, in the temple 
of Kamaksl. Citsukha was senior to Sankara by five years and was thus 
an eye-witness to his life and doings almost from tire beginning to the 
end. 


Citsukha’s original name was Visnusarman while Citsukha was the 
name given to him by Sartkara himself, when at the former’s request, 
he initiated him into the order of Sannyasins and made him his first 
disciple. Citsukha has described this incident after narrating the story 
of Sankara’s initiation at the hands of Lord Siva Himself, manifested 
as Daksinamurti, oil one of the peaks of mount Kailasa in the Himalayas. 

This same Citsukha is said to have ascended later on, the Hvaraka- 
Pltha as the 2nd acfirya and a successor of Sri Brahmasvarupacarya 
and passed away 24 years thereafter, at the ripe old age of 80 years. 

Citsukha’s work is also called Guru-Vijaya because of its Very great 
bulk and gives the various works, major as well as minor-including the 
devotional hymns written by Saftkara, with their occasion, time and place. 
The smaller works like hymns are given in full while the longer ones 
have only been referred to. 

r • ... 

It is important to note that the information about Citsukha, 
given by Mr. Sastri corroborates the one given in Susama, referred to 
already, although the latter is not so exhaustive. It is also worth 
noting that Citsukha’s version of Sankara’s life as given by Mr. Sastri, 
which differs from the versions of the same in all the other biographies in 
Sanskrit, eminently agrees with the one as culled from the quotations 
from Br. S.V. in Susama. The quotations in the latter, however, fire 

7. Vide ' Age of Sankara 1 Part I., Ch. Ill, p. 87. 
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few and far between and are not sufficient for a regular reconstruction of 
Sankara’s life-account along altogether fresh lines, as found in the work 
of Mr. Sastri. This obviates a possible objection that Mr. Sastri has 
only based his version on the quotations contained in the Susama, 
which has to be placed at least 200 years prior to the work of Mr. Sastri 
(1916 A.D.). « 


An interesting piece of information in this connection is supplied 
by the . works of Cidvilasa and Sadananda (Safikara-Vijaya-Vilasa and 
Sahkara-Digvijaya-Sara). Sadananda has stated at the very com¬ 


mencement of his work that he had before him an 



which he was trying to summarise for purification of his mind, while 


Cidvilasa tells us that he was narrating what was transmitted to him by 
his Guru. Mr. Sastri, who had with him these two works also, says that 


these two biographers have followed Citsukha’s work, more or less, 
though I have found that Sadananda deviates from Citsukha more than 
otherwise. 


Now, while describing Sankara’s encounter with Kunmrila, 
Mr. Sastri has quoted a whole passage of 29 stanzas as from Br. S.V. of 
Citsukha, in which (passage) Kumarila is said to give an account of his 
own previous life to Sahkara. Sadananda and Cidvilasa repeat, in 
the same context, many qf these stanzas almost verbatim, of course 
omitting many and making small but very important changes in those 
they have adopted. The most important alteration is that the Jainas 
and Vardhamana Mahavira in Citsukha’s version have been replaced in 
both by Bauddhas and a Bauddha Guru. 8 The correspondence, 
however, between Citsukha and Cidvilasa and Citsukha and Sadananda 
is too obvious to be overlooked and leads us to infer not only that 
such a work as Br. S.V. must have existed but also that it was the 
same as the one possessed by Mr. Sastri and the one which these two 
writers had before them. 


' From the foregoing evidence, it seems fairly well certain that 
.Br. S.V, was not only a genuinely existing biography of Sankara, and 
not a mere name, but also that the version of Sankara's life given by 
Mr, Sastri as from the same has at least sufficient prima facie claim to 
our attention as one based on the same. 


The second work to be considered is Pr. S. Jaya of Anandajfiana 
a/s Anandagiri. 


8. See F.N. 18. 
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At the very outset, we have to remember that this is different from 
another work called Sankara Vijaya by Anantanandagiri (the authors 
name sometimes being given wrongly as Anandagiri) and printed in 
1886 in the Bibliotheca Indica Series, I have proved this point at 
some length in my thesis and also that most possibly, this second work 
is greatly based on the former. The following pieces of evidence tend 
to prove the existence of this Pr. S.V. till recently. 

( 1 ) Mr. T. S. N. Sastri seems to have had this work with him, 
though he does not expressly say so. He quotes from it a few stanzas; 
Susama quotes from this work profusely. By curious coincidence, 
both Mr. Sastri and Susama quote as from this same work, an identical 
stanza,* relating to the derivation of ‘ Govindamuni Saftkara’s Guru. 

(2) Madhava (popularly but wrongly known as Vidyaranya) 
expressly refers to the work Pr. S.V. by. name in the very first stanza 10 
of his work, which he says is going to be an epitome of the same. In 
the absence df the original work, it is not possible to say how far he 
has kept to this object but one circumstance, though minor, is worth 
noting. While describing the creation of a hot water lake by Sankara 
for his Guru Govindamuni, for daily bath in the cold Himalayan 
regions, Mr. Sastri quotes as from Pr. S.V. of Ananda two stanzas 11 in 
that connection. Madhava repeats both these stanzas in’ the same 
connection, as Ch. XVI: 101 and 102 but substitutes the word 

for in the first stanza. Except for this differenc, the two 

stanzas are copied verbatim. 

(3) MSdhava’s S.S. Jaya (miscalled Sahkara-Digvijaya) is com¬ 
mented upon by Acyutaraya Modak. The commentary was written 
about 1830 A.D. and is known as Advaitarajya-Laxmi. This com¬ 
mentary supplies valuable evidence regarding the existence of Pr. S.V. 






118 


JOURNAL OF THE UNIVERSITY OF BOMBAY 


(i) While commenting on the first stanza quoted already from 
Madhava’s' work, Aeyutaraya has clearly identified Pr. §. Jaya as 
Pr. §, Vijaya, written by Anandajnana a/s Anandagiri, the disciple of 
Suddhananda and the writer of commentaries on Sankara’s Bhasyas. 12 

(n) While commenting upon XV: 3 of Madhava’s work, Acyut- 
araya says that the amplified version of the story (etat-prapaneah) 
should be seen in the work of Anandajnana a/s Anandagiri the disciple 
of Suddhananda, which is the basis of the present work (of Madhava). 13 
After this remark, Aeyutaraya actually quotes as from the same l’r. 
S.V., 58 stanzas, which cannot be traced to any of the existing Sankara- 
Vijayas (about 15 in number) including the printed one by Anantananda- 
giri. . It is precisely for this reason as also for some others, 14 that even 
though in two other places, the same commentator Aeyutaraya seems 
to identify the two works Pr. S.V. and S.V. of Anandagiri and Anat- 
ananda-giri respectively, the idntification has to be ruled out as erron¬ 
eous and the two works have to be kept distinct with two distinct 
authors. 

\ 

(in) While commenting upon XVI: 108 of Madhava’s work, 
Aeyutaraya quotes from Sivarahasya and once more refers to the work 
of Anandajnana a/s Anandagiri. 18 

(in) While commenting on other stanzas of Madhva’s work, 
Aeyutaraya names the author or the work or both thus : 

(a) At 1: 3, he explains, the 1 previous poet ’ as 4 the author of 
Sankara-Vijaya already defined.’ 18 


12. Read: I $ f? yWWlftHw f : 




itinnHcuciFni 




Conun. on 1: 1. 




14. Those other reasons have been detailed in my thesis submitted to the 
Poona University. 

15. Read : qdWMM l« \ 



f%rf^r S'SS'Sqfqfe- | On XVI: 108: 

It is to be noted that in 14 and 16 the name of Anandagiri’s work is given as 
Br. S. V. and not as Pr. &. V. The name of the author is the same and the work of 
Anantanandagiri is nowhere mentioned as Br. S. V. This name, therefore, is given 
either through an oversight for it is properly the name of Citsukha’s work or it is 
so given on account of the bulk of the work of Anandagiri, which also is reported to 
be voluminous. ... 



on 1: 


3. 


16. Read: 


BRHAT-SANKARA-V1JAYA OF CITSUKHACARYA 


119 


{&) He refers to Pr. S.V. by name in the prefatory words to 1:5.” 

(c) At 1:28 and 1:85, he refers to Sankara Vijaya by Anandagiri 
and Pr. S.V. respectively and gives quotations from that same workj 
which again are not traced to any of the existing Sahkara-A ijayas._ 

All these details seem to show beyond doubt not only that a work 
called Pr. S.V. by Anandajnana a/s Anandagiri existed but also that 
it was before Aeyutaraya hi 1830 A.D. and that he used it for his com¬ 
mentary on Madhava’s work. Dhanapatisuri, an earlier commentator 
of Madhava’s work confirms this finding re : Pr. S.V. as follows : . 

Madhava, as we have seen, is summarising the Pr. S.V. Ch. XV of 
Madhava’s work deals with Sankara’s triumphant tour. Dhanapati¬ 
suri quotes 58 stanzas, 402 stanzas and 351 stanzas respectively m his 
commentary on st. 2, st. 4 and stt. 28/29 of this chapter, with the common 
introductory remark and ends the quot ations with the 

remarks treRtff #9^ «rW?T (st. 2), H*P5T 

(st. 4) and nftTOftfo (st. 29). From this, it 

seems that according to Dhanapatisurin, the stanzas quoted were 
the relevant portions of Pr. S.V. intended to be summarised by Madhava 
in those particular stanzas. We, however, are not left to surmise only 
The first 58 stanzas, quoted by Dhanapatisuri, are the sain ® “f * lie - J , 
stanzas quoted by Aeyutaraya in his commentary on XV: 8 of Madhava s 
work and Aeyutaraya, as seen already, has ascribed all of them to Anand¬ 
ajnana a/s Anandagiri. This shows that all 811 stanzas and not 
merely 58 quoted by Dhanapatisuri must have been taken by him from 
one and the same work vfir. Pr. S.V. by Anandajnana a/s Anandagiri. 
Not even one of these 800 and odd stanzas is to be found m any of the 
existing Sankara Vijayas nor do they form part of Sankara-Vijaya of 
Anantanandagiri in particular, 

The conclusion, therefore, seems quite clear that both the. comments,® 
tors of Madhava’s work had before them and have utilised, more or less, 
the work called Pr. n.V. of Anandajnana a/s Anandagiri, which formed 
the basis of the work d£ Madhava himself. The same work has been; 
drawn upon earlier by Susama and later on by Mr. T. S. N. Sastri, 
both of whom seem to have had -the same with them, in the original. 
Lastly, regarding this work also, I have been, reliably informed that a 
MS. copy of the same exists even today in the.Kafiei Mutt library. 
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It, therefore, can be concluded that there did exist till recently two 
such works as By. S.V. of Citsukhaearya and Pr. S.V. of Anandajnana 
a/s Anandagiri though none of them is available to us today and that 
they are not mere names, as believed by some. 


18. The three passages, are : 

(a) From Br. S. V. of Citsukha : 

ddtd: s dtds*TC% ddMd I 


ddPr: S^FdFd:- ddMd I W- dddl# #TT ITfTd^Pfd: 11 ? II 

^ferepts^rw i dd drafft|'’rf ddr ii ^ n 

dfpflt jwtd dddPT dd^ftpFd i wr dP ^iTfd i dtwr: it ^ n 


CLiiVLIUIU'ClIULLL'ItalWLk.ftidK.KvIKL'LlLViVlti^tLltH-ttL'tirtiLrcTlTiTtJlI 


fd#ddt i ar^di^mu r dd fa«n% w ff iihii 

fdfddPJT? ddTd^S^Wldild I d^dd fd^wy dd^d+d ll^ll 

cRT'lrM dd df%d ^TWfcrr: I fd*d?dd d % ^fddTdd^dfPjTd; ilssil 
ddin^WdrcdTd I 'PddFdT'ldt^d delTdWdd lldll 

WTR ^ 5TPtr dd%dT%fd: *r*rn i dssrdPtd d*T ^Rrf^iw^r ii^ii 
%dT fTOPcrWl'T I dfPd%d d^dPPOJd dTSfffdPdd: ll?o|l 

ftmraro ^dd^dfa^Pq I WT d df wfcl wr fdW5T: If??ll 


dddTd *[d 5TPd d*P%dT%fd: ddd; I dSddPdd 5T*T iffd fadlbdM^H (I’ll 
%di f?reFctWfT dwiw^pw i dfPd%d ^eSTErmicr drsfddPdd: n?o|i 
fdSdTdldrdd #R^dt=dfo%tdfd I tT^T d dfpfVft d^df Pud^ ' d : 11**11 
^al^r^tfgl'^Tf^snvi; dwisr3ddT; i d P^ n-i an linn ' 

f^nf JIHI+uq Pnrb’fddd't dd I ddf 5ddddS®fts«y T^enTTdT ^t'Pl - II ??ll 
^isrPdd d'P’« w llbd'tl ddddPfddT: | 3F|-»tW f+pK ^yPitrHdcb*^ vil-niid II *V|I 
3TdTpfdd?i rPay: qAlddcdH^itii I d^fhrW fdfdddT d%ffddfdfddT: II ?^ll . 
dJprf^M'^P^M^dd: I td:d<^°dTdd dffTPPdPl^d: 11*^11 

Std dF'brddW d^-PTST dtgirfdt I dV% drfd drlPcid^dd ?d%ddd II ?\3II 

dd: dlkt4<W d f«RPp{: % I dTigdtS^fdfd dTcdT dJdTd dd^di: II ?dll 

dfpftTS? df^^TT fdd'J f’ddTdTT: 1 fdW'ddt dddld ^rf^ryfg- dtddd II *<UI 


ntmvsm\=m dPdtWf %dfdd I fd'dPddt ipdTd b^|«fk*q fnranTT: u^?ll 
'PCPPC ^qrg-; ^dVd | JTTl: dFSTPd d^ddfdd'Pd: 'TTdKd 11x^11 

f^dtfeptf Tft dlff dfddT: 5d: JT: I ^ ddd^ddd: dfldkddTddT: IR^Il 

dp? %5T: ddTW Fddfddfdfd %dfd I ddtfd Wd^R^^fflfTrPrr dd IRHII 
Mdd'i^dcUlI'-ir TfT^PPT I rt di is 11 Ps Pi Wf d b I =U IR^II 

Pfpfl> ^dtfFcPiPT dddt vrfd I dPprfw d|rd7Ww?r d<TSdf? IR'OII 

ferr #tpt fddr^fed dtfq-fdfwdd i %<i% tdidt ii^ii 

FTifHdW Jd: dTJfdpf: fwwd *PfT I 
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(i) From Sartkara-Vijaya VilAsa of Cidvitasa : > 

(dkdTdf dcf ?n?dr ?rid^idfd1?fepr i) 

d^pftd dd tTFd dd^^dTfdfrT: I! 

FPTd^d fddt’jf’PPfl *PT I Spiff nprdd?°frSgT It 

^5TFd^ dP^r^T dfrwr. I 
3P| i ^T forfire dSH fd^pndpd ^Iddl^ llt?ll 
5Td r PdNH^ ^Vd: d^lddcdd-Mdl I ddd'K'ld ,H l' PdruindT Tr'J^P’H-PipMdl-. !l?^lt 
dhdPM M <lb^P<<AH5 1 ddd : I, fd:d^J5dMd d%PP?fd^: II 

debcdd ed ITO Pt d I ?RT. dPddfPT d fddd^'- 5^ % 11 ? d 1 1 
fd?IPTdflfd^RIdiddptfftpftI ^^:Hd|ddTfdf%dradTOdP?ll^ 
fdfed d kdP T ddfd fddldd'PfRd'TiT I 
PsRTfd #5PTRTd dtddPTr dipdd: IR»II 

Chapter XVI 

(c) From SsAdkara-DIgvijaya-Saru by Sad&nanda : 

rTTPr: ^dtT Pd: «fpPdT% JPTt^ I W:dd d^F?£TO-. IIVII 

ddPTddWdT df^Sddd I dTftdTWdT dd - dPdTdl^TTdd T IIVII 

pinfddd d| TPTt dPddflfcd dfrdf. I ddTstprnrrfpfdTp? 11 ? ° ° 11 

ttmy?k dtei^rdt^wdTTd i d ppt ^ fdd«i n < * ?n 

dd^rt"dd dts d »id ?pyft?dT: i ^rr Pfnjpdd^d %ddPTdf|dd n t^w 
fzpRPTTdt SRTdPt; ^dfd^dfd dt ddd II ? o^ll 

ddT drdfd ^ Iwlw Pi-Rdfb ^ haW<^I 
i^frdT ^ SFPf dt dPdl dfdWdftddd ll?oMl 
stnTdWd ddT dd^d^dddTd|d I dfe %dT: dPTd ^dt%dfdPd %dPd II ? ° W 
d^tfd d5PRdt#d^TddT dd I w dqddTd; : 5d%dd: i'?°^n 

Chapter V 


Abbreviations 

1. Br. S. V.—Brhat Sankara Vijaya. 

2. Pr. §. V. —Praclua-Sabkara Vijaya. 

8. S. V..- -Sankara Vijaya 

4. Anand.—Anandagiri. 

5. Anant.—Anant&nandngiri. 

0. Sad5.—Sadunanda. 

7. S. S. Jaya.—Sanksepa Sankara Jaya. 








